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Three Pillars of the Chinese Religions 

• Confucius Special Quotes (5 minutes): 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=end
screen&NR=1&v=MkHmoqHwaCU  

• Words of Wisdom from the Heart of a Buddha 
(4 minutes): 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xMVpidwd
Md8&feature=related  

• Top 10 Lao Tzu Quotes (4 minutes): 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fIDJlx4ZJT
w&feature=related  

• More at the OLLI class site: 
http://buddhabookclub.weebly.com/religions_in_china.html  
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Song Dynasty Painting (Li Tang, c.1050-1130)  
Huxisanxiaotu: “Three Laughing Men by the Tiger Stream” 

Daoist Lu Xiujing (left), Buddhist monk Hui Yuan (center), and Confucian official Tao Yuanming (right) 

 Religious Pluralism: Confucianism, Buddhism and Daoism are one. 



Map of Religions in Asia 

Chinese Muslims 



Readings on Chinese Religious Beliefs 
- Discussion based on the Wikipedia paper 

• Chinese Religions (by Bob Whyte): 
http://www.sacu.org/religion.html  

   

• Religions in China (from Wikipedia): 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religion_in_China#C
hinese_ethnic_religion  

   

• International Religious Freedom Report for 2011: 
http://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/irf/religiousfreedo
m/index.htm#wrapper 
–  Search country report on China under the “Country/Regions” tab 
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 For more about Confucianism and New Humanism: 
        

→ UNESCO report: http://www.unesco.org/new/en/bureau-of-strategic-
planning/themes/new-humanism/paris-nishan-forum 
→ Katalin Bogyay: http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0021/002160/216009e.pdf 
→ Report from China: http://english.chinese.cn/confuciusinstitute/article/2012-
04/23/content_433610.htm 
→ More at Nishan Forum Website: http://www.nishan.org.cn  
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Gate of Northeast Normal University in Changchun, China 
Seeking a shared future or a clash of civilizations? 

Seeking a shared future for all civilizations:  http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=-
6705627964658699201 and http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yJfJvHscL3k  
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Offerings and 
Guanyin in 

Leshan, Sichuan 

1000-hand Guanyin Dance at 
Chinese New Year (CCTV)  
http://www.tudou.com/progra
ms/view/mfY3zA1YIfs/?fr=rec1 
and (11 minutes with chants): 
http://www.tudou.com/progra
ms/view/bbc4Lv8B60k/?fr=rec1  
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Princess Wencheng (623-680AD) in Tibet 

Songtsän Gampo (605-650) and Princess Wencheng (right)  



Potala Palace in Lhasa (1645) 

Tibetan Buddhist Dance 藏传佛教金刚舞 
http://v.youku.com/v_show/id_XMjQwMTAzN
DI4.html  

藏传佛教格鲁巴四皈依 
http://v.youku.com/v_show/id_XMzA4NTM3O
TE2.html  
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Churches in Beijing and Shanghai 
Performance at a Christian church in Shandong: "Ode to My Closest Friend - the Lord": 

http://v.youku.com/v_show/id_XMjM0MDE2OTYw.html 
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Missionaries in China 

• John MacGowan (1835-1922): Men and Manners 
of Modern China (1860)（多面中国人） 

• Arthur H. Smith (1845-1932): Chinese 
Characteristics (1894) （中国人的人性） 

• Pearl Buck (赛珍珠1892-1973): The Good  
Earth (1931)         Pulitzer Prize in 1932 and              
Nobel Prize in Literature in 1938. 

• Alvyn Austin (2007): China’s Millions: The 
China’s Inland Mission and Late Qing Society, 
1832-1905. (2007) 



Confucian Ritual at Dacheng Hall, Qufu 

Report with photos and video: 
http://english.cntv.cn/program/china24/20110
929/106548.shtml   
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Religions of China in Practice 
(Princeton University Press, 1996) 
   

This third volume of Princeton Readings in 
Religions demonstrates that the "three 
religions" of China--Confucianism, Daoism, and 
Buddhism (with a fourth, folk religion, 
sometimes added)--are not mutually exclusive: 
they overlap and interact with each other in a 
rich variety of ways. Selections from minority 
cultures here are the folktale of Ny Dan the 
Manchu Shamaness and a funeral chant of the 
Yi nationality collected by local researchers in 
the early 1980s. Each of the forty unusual 
selections, from ancient oracle bones to stirring 
accounts of mystic visions, is preceded by a 
substantial introduction.  
   

Drums of the Ancestors: Manchu & Mongol Shamans: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xhEnv4fxJ2M  
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     Amazing Nature in China 
The sources for its cultures and beliefs 

• Shangri-La/Zhongdian (in 2 minutes): 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cEggDjGNlqQ&feature=relmfu  

• Zhang Jia Jie (張家界-阿凡達 and Avatar): 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WEFAfmoiUXk&feature=fvwrel  

• Guilin Scenery - 桂林山水: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TItWZ4K7ijU&feature=related  

• Nine Village Valley (Jiu Zhai Gou):  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TcvtwXdsDJE&feature=endscre
en&NR=1  

• BBC - Wild China - Tides of Change: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MdoASzQ4xnw&feature=relmf
u  

• WILD CHINA ICONS: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=14T4n19PJ3I&feature=related  
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USF Confucius Institute Events in September 2012 

Everyone is invited! 


